T H E E X P ER I EN C E
I S D EL I C I O U S
Traverse City’s Wine Trail

The mesoclimate of Old Mission Peninsula is unique
not only in the state of Michigan but in the world.
Situated on the 45th parallel – like Bordeaux, Italy’s
Piedmont, Oregon’s Willamette Valley, and other
world class wine-producing regions – the peninsula
stretches north 19 miles into Lake Michigan’s Grand
Traverse Bay and is only four miles wide at its
broadest point. The area is virtually surrounded by
the turquoise waters of East and West Grand Traverse
Bays, with depths up to 600 feet. The frosty winter
season allows water to maintain colder temperatures
longer in the spring, delaying budbreak on the vines
and protecting them from late spring frosts. These
same waters, now warmed from summer temps,
maintain warmer temperatures for the peninsula in
the fall, so the grapes benefit from an extra six-toseven weeks of ripening. The combination of the
surrounding Great Lakes, rolling hills, and lake-effect
snow protect the vines during the cold winter months.
WOMP® is comprised of nine distinct wineries
on this stunning appellation, and they have been
well recognized by international wine enthusiasts.
Discover the beauty of the Old Mission Peninsula
and experience its award-winning wines: Riesling,
Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio, Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet
Franc, sparkling wines, and prestigious ice wines.
Thank you for your interest in Old Mission Peninsula
wines. The following pages will present a taste of the
potential of this unique region.

TR AVERSE CIT Y’S WINE TR AIL

BOLD. MODERN. TRUE.
2 Lads Winery is unique, and our architecture is only the beginning of the
aesthetics we bring to the art of winemaking. Bold, modern, and true: these are our
foundations. Our vision, combined with great craftsmanship, allows us to unlock
the most distinct qualities from the six varieties we grow in the soils of Old Mission.
Come visit our 59-acre estate and enjoy 23 acres of vineyards, striking views of East
Grand Traverse Bay, and our contemporary style. When you step into our concrete,
steel, and glass tasting room, you’ll immediately see that we are far from ordinary.
2 Lads Winery specializes in cool climate red and sparkling wines along with limited
bottling of white wines to round out the lot. With more red wine acreage on site
than white, 2Lads Winery goes against the grain from the classical Michigan winery
model. From our five different clones of Pinot Noir we create four very unique
cuvees, a dense and robust Merlot and our flagship Cabernet Franc offerings.
As the largest traditional method sparkling wine producer on Old Mission we
are sure you will see that this area has a climate that allows sparkling wines to be
exceptional year in and year out. We produce an extended tirage Chardonnay and
Pinot Noir-based Reserve Sparkling wine alongside our Sparkling Rose and our
highly sought after ‘SPG’ (Sparkling Pinot Grigio.)
Sustainable farming is paramount to the health of our soil, vines, and the Grand
Traverse Bays that surround us here on Old Mission. One of our primary goals as
farmers and fathers here at 2Lads is to leave the land in better shape than when
we acquired it in 2006. We’ve stopped using pre-emergents and herbicide for
weed controls in our vineyards and reduced all chemical inputs on the land from
changing from synthetic fertilizer to composting and rotational cover crops in the
vineyards rows. Our farming methodology is like a mantra for clean living: you get
what you give!

16985 Smokey Hollow Road | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.223.7722 | 2Lwinery.com
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Michigan’s Premier Wine Destination
Established in 1998, Black Star Farms and the winemaking team has grown to
be recognized for providing exquisite wines which represent the dynamic and
regionally expressive nature of the region.
Located on the 45th Parallel that runs through some of the great wine regions of
the world, Black Star Farms is a medium sized family winery with a hand-crafted
approach to making over 40 classic vinifera grape varietal wines and European
style brandies of strong character, acidity and balance. Wines reflect this care
across the premium Arcturos, A Capella and Leorie labels.
Since 2007, Black Star Farms began operating two separate wine processing
facilities that specialize in white and red wine production, the only winery in
Northern Michigan with this distinction. The winery and tasting room on Old
Mission Peninsula sits in a beautiful location just one mile from Traverse City, with
stunning views of orchards, vineyards and the crystal clear waters of the bay. This
tasting room welcomes guests to step up to a circular bar, constructed from nine
wine barrels, to be greeted by friendly and knowledgeable staff. A 160-acre estate
on Leelanau Peninsula houses a winery and tasting room, luxurious Inn, café,
equestrian facility and estate vineyard.
Recognizing industry leadership and environmental responsibility, Black Star Farms
is a responsible steward of over 180 acres of vineyards, ensuring that the earth will
remain healthy for many generations to come. The majority of our vineyards have
been sold into a land conservancy, ensuring that the land will always remain rooted
in agriculture.

360 McKinley Road E. | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.944.1300 | blackstarfarms.com
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Taste, Learn, Enjoy!
Amazing wine. Warm hospitality. An unforgettable experience! We invite you to
visit Bowers Harbor Vineyards and become a part of the family. Over 25 different
wines and hard ciders wait to be discovered as you taste and enjoy the gifts
of this unique appellation: Pinot Grigio, Riesling, Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc,
Merlot, Pinot Noir, Methode Champenoise sparkling wines, and our very special
Bordeaux-style “2896.”
Relax and drink in the view of our rolling vineyards overlooking the calm blue
water of Bowers Harbor. Enjoy our samples or indulge in a glass of wine, a flight
of wine, or variety of snacks on our patio or in our comfortable tasting room. Our
43-acre estate, once a horse farm, boasts a microclimate that sustains Vinifera
grapes and brings you some of the best Michigan wines. We are open all year long
and look forward to welcoming you! Whether you explore our tasting room, enjoy
an unparalleled evening “Dining in the Vines,” or become a member of our Wine
Club, the pleasure is all ours!

2896 Bowers Harbor Road | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.223.7615 | bowersharbor.com
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A tradition. A family. A promise.
At Brys Estate Vineyard & Winery, a 91-acre estate situated on Old Mission
Peninsula surrounded by the pristine waters of Grand Traverse Bay, a true Pure
Michigan experience awaits.
Fueled by a decades long dream, Walt and Eileen Brys turned their retirement into
an adventure. Years of hard work and determination resulted in what is now one of
the largest contiguous winery estates in Michigan, recently named one of the Top
20 Most Admired in the United States.
Upon entering the property, visitors are greeted by a renovated 1890’s farmhouse,
a barn transformed into a private guest house, lush gardens, and rolling vineyards,
as they make their way to the state-of-the-art winery. Guests can enjoy a glass of
wine on the Upper Deck overlooking the vineyard & East Grand Traverse Bay, take
a stroll on the one-of-a-kind Bridge Above the Vines, or book a stay in the private
guest house.
Brys Estate’s 50-acre vineyard produces small batch, estate bottled wines,
including Pinot Blanc, Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Riesling, Gewürztraminer, Pinot Noir,
Merlot and Cabernet Franc, all planted less than a mile from Lake Michigan. These
estate wines have been awarded over 400 medals in both international and state
competitions.
Brys Estate is also home to The Secret Garden, a 12-acre agricultural oasis with
more than 6,000 lavender plants, a fresh flower garden, strawberry and blueberry
patches, an herb garden, sunflower fields and more! Guests will enjoy strolling in
the garden, picnic areas and browsing a variety of handmade lavender products in
the farmhouse-inspired garden shop with a wrap-around porch.

3309 Blue Water Road | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.223.9303 | brysestate.com
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Your Experience in Northern Hospitality
Chateau Chantal was incorporated in 1991 and opened the doors of friendly
hospitality in 1993 upon the completion of our European-styled winery and inn.
Located on a 65-acre estate on Old Mission Peninsula, in one of the most scenic
areas of the Great Lakes, our destination provides a memorable experience in
northern hospitality that combines vineyards and winery, a bed & breakfast,
winding roads, fresh air, and kind company.
We craft our wines by allowing our cool climate viticulture to dictate the style.
We are the only Michigan winery with international reach, including a project
in Mendoza, Argentina, where we source our Malbec, a project that began in
2004. We create something for every palate with over 32 different wines, ciders,
and spirits including Riesling, Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio, Pinot Blanc, Pinot Noir,
Cabernet Franc, Ice Wine, Oak Aged Brandy, and Eau-de-Vie.
Our location’s unparalleled views and outstanding staff play host to bed &
breakfast activities, cooking classes, wine education opportunities, sensory tours,
wine dinners, conferences and meetings, small weddings, and friendly regional
wine events. Named in the top ten U.S. Winery Inns by gayot.com and a top 50
culinary destination by author Joe David, Chateau Chantal’s recognition as an
icon of the Midwest continues to grow.

15900 Rue de Vin | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.223.4110 | chateauchantal.com
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Wines for special days. Wines for every day.
Chateau Grand Traverse is a family owned and operated winery, vineyard, and
inn. Established in 1974, we are pioneers in the first commercial planting of
European grape varietals in northern Michigan. Our mission has always been
to create regionally expressive wines with a classic style while incorporating
sustainable growing practices in our 120 acres of estate-owned vineyards,
plus 80 acres under contract. Our key varietals include Riesling, Pinot Gris,
Chardonnay, Gewürztraminer, Pinot Blanc, Grüner Veltliner, Merlot, Pinot Noir,
Gamay Noir, Cabernet Franc, and Pinot Meunier.
As second generation winemakers, the O’Keefe family is afforded the
opportunity to carry forward the winemaking vision and maverick spirit that was
established 43 years ago. It’s quite humbling to recognize that our combined
efforts, decision-making, and personalities are reflected in each hand-crafted
bottle we produce…yes, it’s personal! As growers of wine, we relish the fact that
we are farmers first and make our living directly from the soil of our Michigan
home. As winemakers, we can express the fruit of our labors in a regionally
unique wine product. As committed stewards of the land, we also recognize
the importance of the environment and our responsibility to provide for future
generations. It’s more than just a business, it’s a commitment and lifestyle that
we proudly live. We invite you to join us for a stay at our Winery Inn, a winery
tour, or a taste of our award-winning wines.

12239 Center Road | Traverse City, MI 49686
800.283.0247 | cgtwines.com
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“From wine what sudden friendship springs!”
John Gay, 1738
Hawthorne Vineyards is a friendly boutique vineyard and tasting room destination
just four miles north of Traverse City on Old Mission Peninsula. We’re passionate
about making finely crafted, small production quality wines from our estate fruit.
Our 80-acre site is nestled into a ridge above Peninsula Drive with postcard views
of East and West Grand Traverse Bays. Handcrafted wines are created from
the vineyard’s acreage of Pinot Noir, Pinot Grigio, Merlot, Lemberger, Gamay,
Chardonnay, Pinot Blanc, Gewurztraminer, and Riesling. Surrounding traffic and
disruptions vanish as guests make their way up the winding private drive to a most
peaceful and serene vineyard.
Owners Bruce and Cathleen Hawthorne have familial ties to northern Michigan
dating back to the 1800s when Cathleen’s family settled in Benzie County. Spurred
by the couple’s passion for gardening and agriculture, the pair acted on their desire
to enter the wine industry, purchasing the 80-acre farm on Old Mission Peninsula
that was partially planted to grapevines, cherries, and plums. Dedicated to
continuing the preservation of agriculture, the Hawthorne’s have planted additional
Vinifera species grapevines to 29 total acres, with future plantings in the works. Our
wines, especially our Pinot Noir and our Pinot Blanc, are like “Pure Pinots” in that
they reflect the pure Michigan where they are grown, fermented, and bottled. They
are as good as Oregon Pinots or California Pinots or even French Pinots, but they
should not be compared to them because our Michigan Pinots have their own basis
in Michigan terroir. You can’t take the Michigan from the soul of our wines. You can
taste the Michigan in the wine.

1000 Camino Maria Drive | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.929.4206 | hawthornevineyards.com
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Tradition Meets Innovation
Mari Vineyards features a wide variety of wines unlike anything else produced
in Michigan. Specializing in our exotic Italian varietals, such as Nebbiolo and
Sangiovese, as well as classic area grapes like Cabernet Franc and Merlot, we
strive to craft world-class reds. Mari is home to over 50 acres of vineyards planted
entirely on the Old Mission Peninsula, with more being added every year. Utilizing
our Nella Serra method of covering some of our fruit with hoop-houses, we give our
grapes the chance to stay on the vine longer and mature to a fuller flavor.
We are a beautiful destination with exquisite wine, stories to share, and a carbon
neutral operation. Begin your experience with a wine sampling in our unique tasting
room furnished with local reclaimed wood, or relax with a glass of wine on our patio
taking in spectacular views of East Grand Traverse Bay.
Additionally, our 31,000 sq. ft. building encompasses a gravity flow wine
production facility and a unique wine cave geothermally held around 55 degrees.
This provides the perfect environment for aging our wine barrels, and can also be
an intimate place for a private tasting after completing an exclusive guided tour of
Mari Vineyards. Saluti!

8175 Center Road | Traverse City 49686
231.938.6116 | marivineyards.com
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Peninsula Proud

®

Peninsula Cellars is a family owned and operated winery located just north of
Traverse City on the Kroupa family centennial farm. In 1991, vines were planted
for Peninsula Cellars, yielding the first vintages of Chardonnay and Riesling in
1994. Our philosophy toward wine making has always been very minimalist,
allowing the regional expression of the fruit to come through. Sun, rain, wind,
and soil, all under the watchful eye of the grower, are what make our wines
exceptional. Our unique connection to the history of Old Mission Peninsula is
what makes us Peninsula Proud™.
Peninsula Cellars is owned and operated by the Kroupa family. For six generations,
the Kroupa family has been working the land on Old Mission, growing crops that
thrive in its distinct microclimate. Peninsula Cellars was established in 1994, and
has specialized in white wines since the beginning, winning the prestigious world
Riesling Cup in 2003. Although white wine is our focus, Peninsula Cellars also
produces award-winning cool climate red wine varietals, several wines from local
fruit, as well as hard ciders from estate grown apples. All of Peninsula Cellars’
wines can be enjoyed at our tasting room located in a renovated one-room
schoolhouse. The schoolhouse was built in 1896 and is the last historic
schoolhouse on the peninsula still open to the public. The “old school” tasting
room has inspired its own line of wines, including Old School White, Old School
Red, Detention, and Homework.

11480 Center Road | Traverse City, MI 49686
231.933.9787 | peninsulacellars.com

@WineriesOfOMP

WineriesOfOMP.com

FAC T SHEET
ABOUT THE WINERIES OF OLD MISSION PENINSULA
The Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula® (WOMP ®) is a collection of nine distinct wineries located on
the Old Mission Peninsula of Traverse City, Michigan (on the “pinky” in northwest lower Michigan).
The peninsula stretches north 19 miles into Lake Michigan’s Grand Traverse Bay and is only four
miles wide at its broadest point. Old Mission Peninsula’s stunning appellation and proximity to Lake
Michigan provide not only an ideal climate for growing varietal wine grapes, but a breathtaking travel
destination as well.

WOMP’S Wine Growing Climate
Our wineries benefit from the unique protection afforded by the narrow peninsula’s proximity to
one of Lake Michigan’s most beautiful bays. In addition to providing stunning vistas, the deep waters
of the east and west arms of Grand Traverse Bay serve a multiple purpose: The lingering warmth of
the water in the fall helps stave off early frosts, while the bay’s cold spring temperatures prevent
premature budding during a warm spring. Traverse City’s warm summers – complete with just the
right balance of rainfall and sunlight – provide near-perfect ripening conditions for premium European
grapes.

Types of Wines Produced
The characteristics of this microclimate result in the production of award-winning Chardonnay,
Riesling, Pinot Grigio, Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Gewurztraminer, sparkling wines, and the
prestigious ice wines.

The Wineries
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2 LADS WINERY

2Lwinery.com

BLACK STAR FARMS

blackstarfarms.com

BOWERS HARBOR VINEYARDS

bowersharbor.com

BRYS ESTATE VINEYARD & WINERY

brysestate.com

CHATEAU CHANTAL

chateauchantal.com

CHATEAU GRAND TRAVERSE

cgtwines.com

HAWTHORNE VINEYARDS

hawthornevineyards.com

MARI VINEYARDS

marivineyards.com

PENINSULA CELLARS

peninsulacellars.com

Traverse City’s Wine Trail
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D O N ’ T TA K E O U R W O R D F O R I T
A sample of the accolades the Old Mission Peninsula and the Traverse City area has received:

“One of the country’s most exciting developing wine regions.”
(Chicago Tribune, Michael Austin, July 2018)

Old Mission Peninsula Wineries recommended in “36 Hours in Traverse City”, By Steve Reddicliffe
(New York Times, July 2018)

“Best Coastal Wine Vacations”
(Coastal Living, 2017)

“Michigan is a real premium wine producer!”
(upon rating 28 wines from Northern Michigan at 91+ points)
(Stuart Pigott, Contributing Editor - JamesSuckling.com, November 2017)

Listed Traverse City, along with Old Mission Peninsula, as one of
“Michigan’s hidden gem dining destinations”
(USA Today, July 2016)

Named Michigan a “Wine Region on the Rise”
(Wine Enthusiast magazine, September 2016)

Named Traverse City as one of the “6 Hot U.S. Food Destinations to Visit this Summer”
(Zagat, July 2015)

HISTORY
The Old Mission Peninsula was settled in 1842. Located along the 45th Parallel, the region soon showed that it had
a microclimate to produce a wide range of fruits and vegetables. Early agriculture in the area included apples,
cherries, and potatoes. In 1974, the first grape varieties, including Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and Riesling, were
planted. The 1980s brought growth to the Michigan wine industry and Old Mission Peninsula. On June 8, 1987, the
Old Mission Peninsula received its American Viticultural Areas designation. Today there are nine wineries on the
Old Mission Peninsula.

FUN FAC TS
The Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula are located on the 45th Parallel, which also threads its way through some of
the world’s greatest wine regions, including the Bordeaux and Cotes du Rhone regions of France, Italy’s Piedmont
region, and the Willamette Valley of Oregon.
M-37 is the central 17.25-mile-long road on the peninsula, and ends at Old Mission Point at the end of the peninsula,
where the often-visited Old Mission Lighthouse sits. M-37 was designated a Scenic Heritage Route in June 2007.

HISTORY OF
THE WINERIES OF OLD MISSION PENINSUL A

Before there was wine, there was a peninsula.
When the glaciers receded from the Great Lakes region over 10,000 years ago, they exposed a
uniquely carved bay measuring 32 miles long and 10 miles wide – Grand Traverse Bay. In the middle of
this bay the glaciers left a 19-mile long peninsula, with rolling terrain, and more importantly for today’s
Old Mission Peninsula wine industry, rich, fertile soil, and a climate ideal for farming.
Before Europeans settled the Old Mission Peninsula, Native Americans inhabited the land,
concentrating on the northern tip near what is now the Old Mission Village. The tribes took advantage
of the moderate climate to cultivate corn, pumpkins, beans, and potatoes in small gardens. Trading
with other tribes to the south, they also obtained apple seeds, and by the time early European settlers
came to the Peninsula, apple trees were already flourishing in their small gardens.
According to the terms of the Treaty of 1836, the government was to provide the Indians with
missions, schools, and Indian reservations. In 1839, Reverend Peter Dougherty was sent to the Grand
Traverse region to establish a church and school for the tribes that resided there. By the fall of 1841
there was a schoolhouse, four dwellings, several wigwams at the settlement, and Dougherty’s home
that he constructed.
During that next decade, European settlers began to migrate to the peninsula and the settlement
had grown to a considerable size. In 1852, Dougherty and the tribes made the decision to move the
mission across West Grand Traverse Bay to an existing Native American village on Leelanau Peninsula,
at the site of modern Omena, Michigan. They gave their new mission the name, “New Mission” and the
previous community was therefore dubbed “Old Mission.”
Supported by a climate and soil that were favorably suited for fruit production, agriculture played
an important role in the lives of the early European settlers. Doughtery is credited with planting the
first cherry trees on the peninsula. Much to his and everyone’s surprise, the trees flourished, and thus
began the history of the Grand Traverse area as the “Cherry Capital of the World.”
To support the increase in agriculture production along with vacationers who were drawn by the
peninsula’s beauty, boat traffic increased on the bay. Large sailing vessels and steamships carried
passengers and agricultural products to and from the natural harbors found at Old Mission and
Bower’s Harbor where large docks were built to accommodate these ships. Settlers were moving
in at a rapid pace and applying for their patent deeds.
By 1881, many of the original homesteaders were well established on the Peninsula. Following
Dougherty’s example, many of these farmsteads planted cherries, along with apples and plums. The
first commercial cherry orchards in Michigan were planted in 1893 not far from the site of Dougherty’s
original plantings.
- more -
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By the early 1900s, the tart cherry industry was firmly established all along Grand Traverse Bay,
including Old Mission Peninsula, and cherry farming replaced the lumber industry, which had died off
in the late 19th century.
Grape growing and winemaking entered the picture three-quarters of a century later. Edward
O’Keefe, Jr., recognized how well cherries and other fruits thrived in the sandy soil of Old
Mission Peninsula. He suspected – much to the ridicule of naysayers – that that same soil and the
microclimate that existed on the peninsula could prove to be as useful for viticulture. He was right.
In 1974, O’Keefe put the Old Mission Peninsula on a path to recognition as one of the premier wine
growing areas in Michigan when he planted grape varieties of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and Riesling,
and opened Old Mission Peninsula’s first winery, Chateau Grand Traverse.
SINCE THEN, EIGHT ADDITIONAL WINERIES HAVE JOINED THE RANKS ALONGSIDE CHATEAU
GRAND TRAVERSE:
1 Peninsula Cellars was founded in 1994 by the Kroupa family on their 150-year-old farm
2 T
 he Begin family – Robert, Nadine, and daughter, Marie-Chantal – opened Chateau Chantal’s doors
in 1993 upon the completion of a French-style three-room B&B, winery, and vineyard estate
3 B
 owers Harbor Vineyards began in the early 1990s by the Stegenga family, who grew grapes for
Chateau Grand Traverse. They started their own winery in the vineyard’s second year of growth
4 Brys Estate Vineyard and Winery planted 40,000 vines in stages beginning in 2001
5 2 Lads Winery established its winery and tasting room on an existing vineyard site in 2007
6 Black Star Farms opened its winery and tasting room on Old Mission Peninsula in 2007
7 H
 awthorne Vineyards, began as an 80-acre farm partially planted to vines, cherries, and plums.
It opened its tasting room in 2013
8 T
 he newest winery, Mari Vineyards, is home to more than 50 acres of vineyards planted entirely on
the Old Mission Peninsula. It opened its tasting room in 2016

In 1987, the Old Mission Peninsula received its American Viticultural Areas (AVA) designation as
a federally recognized wine growing region.

###

F R E Q U E N T LY A S K E D Q U E S T I O N S
While pouring wine for guests in our tasting rooms, we are inevitably met with questions. All sorts
of questions. Here, we pulled some of the more frequently asked ones by our winery guests.

Q: How many wineries are part of the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula?
 here are currently nine wineries included in the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula: 2 Lads
A: T
Winery, Black Star Farms, Bowers Harbor Vineyard, Brys Estate Vineyard & Winery, Chateau
Chantal, Chateau Grand Traverse, Hawthorne Vineyard, Mari Vineyards, and Peninsula Cellars.

Q: How long is the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula (WOMP) wine trail?
A: Old Mission Peninsula stretches north 19 miles to Grand Traverse Bay and is only four miles wide
at the broadest point. All nine of our wineries are within about five miles of each other, making a
WOMP wine tour a pleasant one-day excursion.

Q: What makes this area so ideal for grape growing and winemaking?
A: Our location near Lake Michigan and amidst East and West Grand Traverse Bays serves us well.
The microclimate that is created by the surrounding waters has always made our region a great
one for producing a wide range of fruits and vegetables, including grapes. These large bodies
of water stay warmer into the fall, which prolongs the growing season. After winter’s retreat, the
bays remain cool in spring, fending off damaging frost, which allows for optimal conditions for
the grapes. While we are a cool climate, we have a long enough growing season and heat gain to
ripen the Vinifera species of grapevine, allowing us to produce wonderful whites and reds.

Q: Why don’t you make “X” (i.e. Zinfandel, Shiraz, etc.) type of wine?
A: Again, the answer is attached to climate. At its simplest, what we do is farming. We are as much
confined by what weather Mother Nature gives us as the farmers growing corn, apples, or other
crops. Our area simply may not be seasonally warm enough, or our winter may be too harsh for
certain grape varieties to survive.

Q: When are the grapes harvested?
 arvest time varies tremendously on the vineyard site and the type of grape and the type of wine
A: H
being produced. Grapes used in sparkling wine (Champagne styles) are generally harvested first
because sparkling wine requires less Brix (sugar levels) to produce. Sparkling wine grapes can be
harvested as early as August in warm growing seasons, but usually in early September. Next up
are the white wine grapes: Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, Dry Riesling, etc. These are typically harvested
in September. Red wine grapes, because of our cooler climate, are usually harvested as late as
possible in the season to get higher Brix – late October into early November. Late Harvest Riesling
(sweeter, so it needs higher Brix) is harvested late October into early November, as well. Ice Wine
is harvested when the temperature is 15°F for three days in a row. Some years we experience this
in December, some in January, and some, not at all.
- more -
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Q: How does one become a winemaker?
A: There is more than one route to becoming a winemaker, or enologist. The first is to attend
a university program; professional certification is available at several schools in the United
States and abroad. Only a handful of schools offer degree programs for viticulture (growing
grapes) and enology (making wine), and even fewer combine both into a single department and
degree. Instruction in these programs focuses on topics such as grapes and wines of the world;
grape production; winemaking technology; plant biology; chemistry; food science, safety, and
packaging; soil science; pest management; and marketing and business management. Like most
jobs, a qualification tends to get one further up the career ladder. The other route one could
entertain is simply on-the-job training. Many vintners are either self-taught or have completed
several internships to become a winemaker.

Q: Is working in the tasting room the best job ever?
A: In short, yes! Meeting people from all walks of life who are on a wine adventure is one of the
best jobs out there. We have a great deal of passion for what we make, the area in general, and
pride in the wineries for which we work. A lot of what we do and what we believe in comes from
the energy of our ownership and the people with whom we work. People that come into the
tasting room line of work sometimes come in with no background in our industry. What makes
the experience enjoyable for them is learning about the business and the industry – and this
excitement is then passed along to our visitors in every taste we pour.

Q: How many grapes does it take to make a bottle of wine?
A: After years of being asked this question, a calculator was put to the task. Here are the
“unscientific” results:
• 1 acre of grapes contains approximately 1,075 vines
• 1 vine contains 30-40 clusters
• 1 cluster contains about 130 grapes
• 4 clusters per pound
• 8,000 grape clusters per ton
• 1 ton yields approximately 170 gallons of finished juice
• Which yields about 72 cases or 864 bottles
• 1 case contains 2.37753 gallons
• Which means it takes approximately 111 clusters to yield a case or 9.25 clusters per bottle
• Which, at 130 grapes per cluster, means…
• It takes approximately 1,024 grapes to make a bottle of wine. Whew!

Q: Do you charge for tasting?
 ost of our wineries do. Tasting fees vary at each winery but usually run no more than $5
A: M
for a multi-sample tasting.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Kirsten Borgstrom, 517.331.3433
kborgstrom@pubhoundpr.com

For Immediate Release

Turning Grapes into Wine: How it’s Done
Old Mission Peninsula, Mich. – It’s a question we’re often asked and fascinating topic to all of us:
How do you make wine? Here is a description of the process that keeps us busy year-round.
The Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula will begin harvesting grapes beginning in early fall – sometimes even
August – by one of two means: mechanical harvesting or hand-picking. After harvesting, the grapes are
brought to the winery and weighed and graded. Most grapes then go through the destemmer that gently
breaks the skins of the grapes and removes the stems as well as any plant debris. From this point, the white
and red varieties are handled differently: The white varieties are typically pressed several hours after crushing/
destemming, whereas red varieties are left skin on through the fermentation phase and are not pressed until
several weeks later.
From the press, the juice is pumped into large stainless steel tanks where commercial yeast is added to the
juice through a process called inoculation. The yeast and natural sugar combine and start the fermentation
process, during which the yeast converts the sugar into alcohol with a byproduct of carbon dioxide.
Fermentation takes anywhere from ten days to two weeks.
After fermentation, the wine is allowed to sit for approximately two-to-three months to settle and clarify. Once
settled, the process of racking begins. This process involves pumping all of the wine from the upper portion of
the tank while leaving only the sediment to remain at the bottom of the tank. This sediment, known as lees, is a
combination of juice, yeast cells, grape pulp, and wine solids. The lees is pressed through a lees press/filter to
extract any remaining juice. All juice is then pumped back into a fresh clean tank for further aging.
During the final stages of aging, the wine is cold stabilized by cooling the tanks down to 22°F-25°F
for one or two weeks. This causes potassium and calcium tartrate crystals to form on the walls and floor of the
tank. The wine is then filtered, leaving the crystals behind, and then allowed to age anywhere from two-toeight months or, if aging in oak barrels, possibly even longer. It all depends on the style of wine for which the
winemaker is looking. Finished wines are bottled and allowed to sit for a certain amount of time depending on
the style of wine.
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Guided Winery Tours
Take Wine Tasting to Next Level
Old Mission Peninsula, Mich. – The wineries of Traverse City’s Old Mission Peninsula invite folks to bump
their wine tasting experience up a notch through a guided winery and tasting tour. These tours, offered on a
regular basis by most of the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula (WOMP), are the perfect way to combine wine
tasting and sightseeing with a little winemaking education
Below is a comprehensive list of the tours offered at WOMP’s nine member wineries. NOTE: Tours are offered
on a regularly scheduled basis, and for the most part, year-round. Many tours require advance reservations;
guests are encouraged to call ahead.

2 Lads Winery
The what, where, how, and (most important) why behind the grape growing process is where
2 Lads Winery starts the private tours. Beginning in the vineyard, one of our knowledgeable guides will
provide an in-depth look at how we grow and nurture fruit in our fields – where great wine is truly made. We
‘follow the fruit’ so to speak through the process from harvest and crushing: to aging and bottling – exploring
all stages in between. Fermentation in oak versus stainless, screwcaps versus corks – we’ll discuss and then
experience the difference in a private tasting. To finish - 2 Lads has multiple seating options to taste where
wines are paired with a cheese and charcuterie plate. 231.223.7722 | 2Lwinery.com

Black Star Farms
Black Star Farms does not offer cellar tours but can provide private tastings and group tastings with advance
notice. 231.944.1300 | blackstarfarms.com

Bowers Harbor
Bowers Harbor Grapes to Glass Vineyard Tours offers an inside look at growing grapes, and why great fruit
makes great wine. The tour starts with a glass of Traditional Méthode Champenoise Sparkling Wine. While
sipping this bubbly, guests will be given a brief overview of the winery, tasting room and vineyard history.
Next, guests will walk through a sampling of the estate vineyards and are educated on the grape varietals
and their state of growth at that time. During the tour, guides will also share information on the region’s
unique wine growing conditions and some viticulture and microclimate facts. The tour ends on the patio with
a flight of five tastings, along with handmade cheese spread and crackers. Seasonal Vineyard Tours are also
available.
231.223.7615 | bowersharbor.com

Brys Estate Vineyard & Winery
Brys Estate offers a private tour and wine tasting experience with their award-winning winemaker Coenraad
Stassen. The tour begins in the vineyard, progressing into the winery processing area and red wine aging
areas as Coenraad explains the winemaking process from the vine to the bottle. After the tour, your group is
seated in Brys Estate’s private cask room where Coenraad will lead an explanation and tasting of their awardwinning and estate grown wines. During this 90 minute experience, cheese & charcuterie will be served.
231.223.9353 | brysestate.com
- more -
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Chateau Chantal
Chateau Chantal offers a variety of reserved tour and tasting options throughout the year. From
trips through the vineyard and cellar, to a reserved table with a charcuterie board and wine flight,
there is a special experience that can be had to enhance your tasting experience. During Summer
and Fall Chateau Chantal offers a multi-course wine pairing dinner led by their in-house Chef and a
Wine Educator. Focusing on seasonal ingredients and a friendly atmosphere, these dinners elevate
the tasting experience and are not to be missed! Bookings for all tours and dinners are taken online.
231.223.4110 | chateauchantal.com

Chateau Grand Traverse
Chateau Grand Traverse offers complimentary guided winery tours that strive to be informative
as well as entertaining. Tours begin at Chateau Grand Traverse’s vineyard overlook deck, providing
panoramic vineyard and water views. Here, your tour guide will highlight some of the winery’s
history as well as outline growing practices and grape styles. The tour then proceeds into the
winemaking facilities with demonstrations of grape receiving, pressing, fermentation, fining,
barrel aging, and the bottling procedure. 231.938.6120 | cgtwines.com

Hawthorne Vineyards
Hawthorne Vineyards offers what they call the “VIP Tour and Taste”. This is roughly a two-hour
educational excursion that begins in the vineyard, where guests learn about the planting of the vine,
the growth of the grape, harvesting, etc. The tour then moves into the cellar where the how-to’s of
winemaking are shared. The tour concludes in a private tasting room where guests enjoy six wines
paired with six morsels of food and learn about food and wine pairing, the proper way to taste wine,
and other miscellaneous facts about the wine industry. 231.929.4206 | hawthornevineyards.com

Mari Vineyards
Mari Vineyards is offering private tours and tastings and an opportunity to explore our fantastic
new building. When you visit Mari, your tour will consist of an in depth visit of our 31,000 square
foot facility. The tour starts in the tasting room, where you will learn about our unique building.
Your tour guide will then take your group down to the production facility area and educate you
about our individual wine making process and the magic behind our one-of-a-kind wines. End
your tour in our wine caves and enjoy a private wine tasting amongst our aging barrels of wine.
231.938.6116 | marivineyards.com

Peninsula Cellars
Peninsula Cellars does not offer cellar tours but can provide private tastings and group tastings
with advance notice. 231.933.9787 | peninsulacellars.com
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Annual Events at the
Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula
Old Mission Peninsula, Mich. – Each year, the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula (WOMP) host a series of
popular wine trail events. There’s something for everyone amongst WOMP’s event slate. Wine trail event
tickets go on sale 60 days prior to each event – and some events sell out, so wine trail guests are encouraged
to book early.
Here’s a look at the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula’s annual events:

Winter Warm Up | January
The Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula, together with Old Mission Peninsula-based businesses, warm things up
each January during the annual Winter Warm Up wine trail event. Event-goers are invited to make their way
to each of the Old Mission wineries and savor comfort food paired with wine – a duo that is sure to warm the
insides. In addition, Old Mission Peninsula-based restaurants and businesses offer dining and retail specials.

Romancing the Riesling | February
C’est l’amour – of all things Riesling, that is – at WOMP’s Romancing the Riesling held each February around
Valentine’s Day. This annual event celebrates Riesling, the varietal for which the WOMP wine region is most
known, as participating Old Mission Peninsula wineries showcase their favorite Rieslings, each of which is
perfectly paired with a delectable food offering – all in honor of the famed grape.

Blossom Day | May
Each spring, the nine WOMP wineries open their cellar doors and give the public a chance to sample some
new wines during the wine trail’s annual Blossom Day event. WOMP’s Blossom Day celebrates spring’s arrival
to Old Mission Peninsula with seasonally-inspired food & wine pairings. It’s also a special opportunity to meet
some of WOMP’s winemakers, eager to share stories and talk shop.
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Rosé Between the Bays | June
New in 2019 - a celebration of the quintessential summer wine: Rosé Between the Bays! This event
showcases the many diverse and delicious pink drinks produced by the nine Wineries of Old Mission
Peninsula. A perfect way to welcome in the summer in one of the most breathtakingly beautiful
areas of Northern Michigan, this laid–back event will have a lakeside picnic vibe & local light bites.

Great Macaroni and Cheese Bake-Off | November
Area restaurants and macaroni and cheese connoisseurs unite during this annual (and perpetually
sold out) event. The event pairs the famed wines of Old Mission Peninsula – Rieslings, Pinot Grigios,
Chardonnays, and more – with one of America’s favorite comfort foods as area chefs are challenged
to take the classic dish of macaroni and cheese and personalize it with his or her touch. Each
creation is expertly paired with an Old Mission Peninsula wine.
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Where to Stay When Touring the
Wineries Of Old Mission Peninsula
Old Mission Peninsula, Mich. – The Old Mission Peninsula and nearby Traverse City offers a variety of lodging
options for wine trail visitors needing overnight accommodations. Most are open year-round. However, in the
popular summer and fall harvest months, they book out early. Advance reservations are encouraged.
There are seven unique lodging establishments located on Old Mission Peninsula:

Brys Estate Vineyard & Winery’s Guest House
A former barn on the 91-acre estate has been transformed into a storybook two-bedroom, one-and-threequarters bath, 1,100 square-foot guest house with fully equipped kitchen and great room. Enjoy vineyard
views from every window, as well as breathtaking views of East Grand Traverse Bay.
231.223.9303| brysestate.com

Chateau Chantal
Chateau Chantal’s Bed & Breakfast offers 11 rooms and suites featuring views of vineyards and bays.
The Inn itself offers fireplaces and sitting areas, ample breakfasts, and attentive front desk staff. This unique
destination combines vineyards and winery, bed & breakfast, winding roads, fresh air, and kind company to
create a hospitable retreat. 231.223.4110 | chateauchantal.com

The Inn at Chateau Grand Traverse
Located next to Chateau Grand Traverse Winery, The Inn at Chateau Grand Traverse offers six guest rooms
and caters exclusively to an adult-only clientele. Nestled in a tranquil wooded setting, guests can unwind
at the end of the day with a complimentary bottle of Chateau Grand Traverse wine while enjoying the
panoramic views from their own private balcony. 800.283.0247 | cgtwines.com

Grey Hare Inn
The Grey Hare Inn Vineyard Bed & Breakfast offers three rooms in the heart of scenic Wineries of Old Mission
Peninsula wine trail. The inn’s gourmet wine-related cuisine is a wonderful prelude to wine tasting at the Old
Mission Peninsula wineries. 231.947.2214 | greyhareinn.com
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The Neahtawanta Inn
Surrounded by woods and water, the five rooms within the Neahtawanta Inn bed & breakfast offer
peace and comfort for those who need to rest and rejuvenate. The large living/dining room with a
sunken fieldstone fire pit, library with many books and periodicals, and a yoga studio are available
for guests. 800.220.1415 | neahtawantainn.com

Old Mission Inn
Built in 1869, the Old Mission Inn is the area’s oldest historic hotel. This treasure features seven
themed guest rooms plus a five-bedroom cabin, each with a view of East Grand Traverse Bay. A
home-cooked breakfast is included each morning, and a bonfire with marshmallows alongside other
Inn guests tucks you in each night. Relax on the large porch or soak in the sun on the 500 feet of
private beachfront across the road. 231.223.7770 | oldmissioninn.com

Other lodging options:
Other nearby lodging options, including national brand hotels, local landmark hotels, and rental
opportunities, can be found at Traverse City Tourism’s website, traversecity.com.
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